
Sociology 

Entry requirements 

Why choose this course? 

Sociology is a subject that students can relate to.  It’s interesting and 

relevant to everyday lives, meaning you can immediately engage with the 

topics even if you haven’t studied Sociology before.  It is a subject which 

encourages you to develop excellent thinking skills and a real respect for the 

social diversity around you – useful skills for Higher Education and working 

life.  Above all, Sociology asks real and challenging questions about the 

society we live in. Sociology can be studied successfully alongside the range 

of advanced level subjects on offer.  

Web Links 

www.aqa.org 

www.sociology.uk.net 

www.s-cool.co.uk 

Level 3 

AS Level / A Level   Course Leader: Mrs T Pike 

 Level 4 or above in English and preferably a humanities subject  

 A keen interest in how our social world works 

 A taste for controversial ideas and debate 



Course content 

What does 

the course 

involve? 

AS Level - Two exams of I hour and 30 minutes. 

Each examination is worth 50% of the AS qualification. 

Paper 1 Education with Methods in Context 

The Education paper requires students to consider the role of 

education in our society, including the difference in achievement 

between social classes, genders and other groups in society and 

consider the impact of educational policy. Students are also 

examined on ways in which research methods can be applied to an 

educational context. Opportunities will be offered to conduct 

independent, small scale research. 

Paper 2 Research Methods and Families & Households 

Students will study the methods Sociologists use to study the social 

world, considering the theoretical, practical and ethical concerns of 

research. The Family topic considers and examines the relationship 

of the family to the economy and government policy, the changing 

patterns of marriage, divorce, child-bearing, changing gender roles 

and demographics. 

A level - Three exams of 2 hours. 

Each examination is worth 33.3% of the A Level qualification. 

Paper1 Education with Theory and Methods 

This paper requires students to consider the role of education in 

our society, including the difference in achievement between social 

classes, genders and other groups in society and consider the 

impact of educational policy.  Students are also examined on ways 

in which research methods can be applied to an educational 

context.   Students will study the theoretical, practical and ethical 

concerns of the methods used to study the social world, 

Sociological theory, the link between Sociology and Government 

social policy and engage in debates about subjectivity and value-

freedom. 

Paper 2: Health and Global Development 

The Family topic considers and examines health within the context 

of society, expectations of professionals, risks based on class and 

the ‘sick role’. Global Development looks at the relationship 

between the developing and developed worlds. The unit covers the 

way we classify and measure development and the various theories 

of development. A range of development issues are considered, 

such as the role of transnational corporations, industrialisation, 

health and gender, population, war and conflict.  As such there are 

a number of links to other areas of study such as History, 

Geography and Economics. 

Paper3: Crime and deviance with theory an methods 
Students will further develop their understanding of Sociological 

theory and ways in which theory is applied to research.  Crime and 

Deviance examines the social distribution and social causes of 

crime, including the globalisation of crime, green crime, human 

rights, the role of the criminal justice system and other agencies of 

law enforcement. 

Possible career pathway 

Sociology students are welcomed by Higher Education institutions - it has been 

taught at universities since the beginning of the 20th Century- and in many areas of 

the world of work.  Sociologists are to be found in all walks of life, taking up 

careers, for example, in the police force, social work, human resources, 

management, teaching, nursing, market research and the civil service.  

Note: This is our current offer which is subject to change 

Examination Board AQA 


