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Self Quizzing Question Stems
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Can you list 3…?
Can you recall…?
How did ___ happen?
How is…?
How would you describe/explain?
What is…?
When did…? (When did it happen?)
Which one?
Who were the main…?
How would you show…?
Why did…?

Co
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Explain what is happening?
How would you classify…?
Which is the best answer?
Can you tell me in your own words?
What can you say about…?
How would you compare/contrast…?
How is ___ alike?  How is it different?
What facts or ideas show…?
What is the main idea of…?

Ap
pl
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n

How would you use…?
What examples can you find…?
How would you solve ___ using what you’ve learned?
How would you organise ___ to show…?
How would you show your understanding of…?
What approach would you use to…?
What other ways would you plan to…?
What would happen if…?
What faces would you select to show…?

An
al

ys
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What are the parts or features of …?
How is ___ related to …?
Why do you think…?
What is the theme…?
What motive is there…?
Can you list the parts…?
What inference can you make…?
What conclusions can you draw…?
Can you identify the different parts of…?
What evidence can you find…?
Can you distinguish between…?

Sy
nt

he
si

s

Do you agree with the actions/outcomes?
What is your opinion of…?
How would you prove?...disprove…?
Can you assess the value or importance…?
Would it be better if…?
Why did the characters choose to…?
What would you recommend…?
How would you rate…?
How could you determine…?
What choice would you have made…?
Why was it better that…?

Ev
al
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tio
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What changes would you make to solve…?
How would you improve…?
What would happen if…?
Can you elaborate on the reason…?
Can you give an alternative…?
Can you invent…?
How could you change or modify the plot?
What way would you design…?
Suppose you could ___ what would you do?
Can you predict the outcome if…?
Can you construct a model of…?



Knowledge, Notes and Quizzes



iteracy mat

I am aware that I must use language 
that is appropriate to my reader.

 No slang that lesson was bangin’
 No informal language I’m gonna do my 

homework now

Other things to consider:
 I am clear about the purpose of this 

piece of writing
 I know who my audience is
 I will use a suitable layout and text 

type

I am proud of my work because...
• I have written clearly so that my reader can 

understand my writing easily.
• I have checked my spelling and corrected any 

errors.
• I have used full sentences with a subject and a 

verb.
• I have used correct punctuation and grammar.
• I have paragraphed my work using TIPTOP.
• My writing is suitable for the person I am writing 

for.

Affect/effect
Bare/bear
Brake/break
Buy/by
For/four
Flour/flower
Grate/great
Hair/hare
Hole/whole
Hour/our
Knight/night
Know/no

The TIPTOP rule
You move onto a new paragraph when 

you change time, place, topic or 
person.

Can I write in paragraphs?

We must use an apostrophe to replace any 
letter(s) we have left out. I have checked that I have not mixed 

up my homophones.

1. I always start an essay with an 
introduction which addresses the 
question.

2. I finish an essay with a conclusion to 
summarise the main points of my 
argument and to address the 
question again.

3. I use connectives in each paragraph 
to link my ideas and to put them in a 
logical order. 

oMeanwhile 
oNonetheless 
oHowever 
oAlthough 
oMoreover

oFurthermore 
oWhereas 
oNevertheless 
oAlternatively
oConsequently 

oBut 
oSince 
oYet 
oTherefore
oBesides 

Simple sentences: contains a subject and a 
verb and can contain an object

• Sarah likes to read in the library.
• Tom enjoys reading at home.

Compound sentences: joins two simple 
sentences using the connectives: for, and, nor, but, 
or, yet, so.

• Sarah likes to read in the library but Tom 
prefers to read at home.

Complex sentences:  A complex sentence 
contains a conjunction such as because, since, after, 
although, or when .

• Because Robert felt tired, he only studied 
for an hour.

• Although the rain had stopped, the pitch 
was still water-logged.

• Paul enjoys Music, however, he is more 
proficient in Art. 

My work

Can I use different sentence types?

Can I spell familiar words accurately?

Common contractions

Have I used the correct grammar?

Homophones

Meat/meet
One/won
Passed/past
Peace/piece
Practice (n)/practise (v)
Read/red
Sea/see
Sight/site
Son/sun 
To/too/two
Wait/weight
Weak/week
Wear/where

11 o’clock
Aren’t
Can’t
Couldn’t
Didn’t
Doesn’t
Don’t
Hadn’t
Hasn’t
Haven’t
He’d
He’ll 
He’s 
How’d
How’ll
How’s

I’d 
I’ll
I’m 
Isn’t
It’d
It’ll
It’s
Mightn’t
Mustn't
Shan’t
She’d
She’ll 
She’s
Shouldn’t
They’d
They’ll

They’re
Wasn’t
We’d
We’ll
We’re
Weren’t
What’d
What’ll
What’s
When’d
When’ll
When’s
Where’d
Where’ll
Where’s
Who’d

Who’ll 
Who’s 
Why’d
Why’ll
Why’s
Won’t
Wouldn’t
You’d
You’ll
You’re



iteracy mat Apostrophe for Possession
(To show that something belongs to another)

If a single thing/person owns anything, add an 
apostrophe + ‘s’.

•The dog’s bone
•The boy’s homework
•Jones’s bakery
•Yesterday’s lesson

However, if it is plural (more than one), an 
apostrophe comes after the ‘s’.

•The dogs’ bones
•The boys’ homework
•Joneses’ bakeries (lots of Jones families)
•Many websites’ content is educational

The Apostrophe
I always aim to use apostrophes correctly.

There are two main reasons why we use apostrophes: for 
possession and to replace a letter or letters

Basics:
 Every sentence must start with a capital 

letter.
 Every sentence must finish with some 

form of punctuation: .?!
 Proper nouns need capital letters. These 

are unique people, places or things e.g. 
there are many cities so ‘city’ doesn’t take 
a capital letter. However there is only one 
London, therefore it takes a capital letter.

 When writing titles of works such as 
books, films or plays:
 Capitalise the first word
 Capitalise any main/important words
 Don’t capitalise minor words such  as 

‘and’, ‘of’ or ‘the’ e.g. The Sound of 
Music, The Wizard of Oz, Harry 
Potter and the Goblet of Fire

 When writing speech:
Go to a new line when a different person 

speaks e.g. “Good morning” said the 
Headteacher.
“It’s the afternoon!” replied the student.
Each person’s speech is marked with 

speech marks e.g. “Walk on the left” said 
Mr Mathews.

ITS

Note: its, which shows that something owns 
something (like our, his etc), does not take an 
apostrophe: the dog ate its bone and we ate our
dinner

Your/ you’re
Note: special care must be taken over the use of 
your and you’re as they sound the same but are used 
quite differently:
Your is possessive as in this is your pen
You’re is short for you are as in you’re coming 
over to my house

Note: Apostrophes are NEVER 
used to denote plurals

There/ their/ they’re
Note: special care must be taken over the use of 
there, their and they’re as they sound the same but 
are used quite differently:
There shows position Your seat is over there
Their shows that ‘they’ own something Their 
blazers are navy blue
They’re is short for they are as in They’re 
revising every day

Can I use punctuation?

What traffic light am I? 
Is my punctuation accurate?

Full stop . indicates that a sentence has finished

Comma ,
indicates a slight pause in a sentence, 
separates clauses in a complex 
sentence and items in a list

Question mark ? goes at the end of a question

Exclamation
mark ! goes at the end of a dramatic sentence 

to show surprise or shock

Apostrophe ‘ shows that letter(s) have been left out 
or indicates possession

Speech marks “” indicate direct speech, the exact 
words spoken or being quoted

Colon : introduces a list, a statement or a 
quote in a sentence

Semicolon ; separates two sentences that are 
related and of equal importance

Dash / hyphen - separates extra information from the 
main clause by holding words apart

Brackets ( )
can be used like dashes, they separate 
off extra information from the main 
clause

Ellipsis … to show a passage of time, to hook the 
reader in and create suspense

 Sound out the word
 Think about how it looks
 Think about a similar word
 Is there a memory sentence for this word? 

(e.g. big elephants cannot always use small 
exits)

 Find the word in a list –
o Key words list
o Frequently used words list
o Your own word bank

 Look it up in a dictionary/spellchecker
 Ask a friend or teacher
 To learn it: look, cover, write , check
 Once you’ve solved it,  add the correct spelling 

to your own word bank.

Can I spell accurately?



Subject: English Term: Spring 1 Year Group: 8
Part Key Learning  SharePoint Disciplinary Literacy

1

The history of Gothic fiction?
• The term ‘gothic’ comes from the Germanic tribe ‘the Goths’ who played a part in the fall of the Roman Empire. The 

Goths are sometimes called barbarians. They destroyed a lot of Roman architecture in around the 3rd century and 
replaced it with buildings in the gothic style (e.g. Notre Dame, Paris).

• Medieval Europe (3rd-14th century) is sometimes referred to as the ‘Dark Ages’. People lived in fear due to superstition 
and ignorance; not much learning took place in this time. Castles with gargoyles were built to ward off evil spirits; this

• architecture is known as ‘gothic’.
• Figures from The Age of Enlightenment (18th – 19th Century) believed that scientific progress was the only way to 

advance society, and great discoveries were made in this time. They tried to rid Europe of superstition and ignorance 
through

• promoting reason and logic.
• A group of poets, artists and thinkers called the Romantics challenged this because they believed that not everything 

can be explained by science, and too much reason rids the world of beauty and mystery.
• The gothic genre first emerged from the Romantic Movement. It used art and ideas from the Dark Ages, wild emotion 

and
• nature to contrast modern ideas about science and logic.
• Gothic writing transformed into the format of the extremely popular Victorian ghost story.

Tier 2 Vocabulary:
• Ceaseless – constant and unending 
• Frantic - distraught with fear, anxiety, or other emotion
• gothic - something that is characterized by mystery, horror, and gloom 

— especially in literature
• lamentable – very bad 
• ominous - giving the worrying impression that something bad is going to 

happen
• Phantom - ghost
• vast - of very great extent or quantity; immense
• Claustrophobic - Fear of enclosed or small spaces. 
• Climax - The most intense point
• Doppelgänger - An apparition or double of someone
• Ghoulish - Resembling or characteristic of a ghoul (ghost)
• Macabre - Gruesome, horrifying
• Menacingly - With menace or threat 
• Morose - Sad, sullen, ill-tempered
• Obscurity - Difficult to understand or see. Something hidden.
• Petrifying - So frightening that you cannot move
• Supernatural - Something that isn’t scientific/can’t be explained
• Suspense - A feeling of anxious uncertainty
• Trepidation - Feeling anxious or worried about something – e.g. I had a 

feeling of trepidation
Tier 3 Vocabulary:
• focus shift: when writing shifts from one focus (e.g. the setting) to 

another focus (e.g. a character).
• foreshadowing: when a writer gives an advance hint of what is to come 

later in the story.
• pathetic fallacy: the attribution of human feelings and responses to 

inanimate things or animals (e.g. when the weather mirrors a 
character’s feelings).

• structure: the order in which a text is organised.
• Onomatopoeia: a word which sounds like what it is (bang, sizzle)
• Alliteration: two or more words which begin with the same letter 
• Metaphor: a thing regarded as representative or symbolic of something 

else.
• Simile: the comparison of one thing with another thing of a different 

kind (using like or as), used to make a description more vivid 
• Personification: giving inanimate objects human qualities 
• emotive language: when certain word choices are made to evoke an 

emotional response in the reader
• Symbolism: the use of symbols/images to represent ideas or qualities
• Pathetic fallacy: giving human emotions to something non-human, 

usually the weather
• Antagonist: A central character who opposes, or is hostile to, something.
• Antihero: A central character who lacks typical heroic attributes, such as 

courage.
• Denouement: Resolution or ending to a story
• Exposition: Background information: setting the scene and introducing 

characters

2 

Values and ideas held by gothic writers
• Gothic writers are preoccupied with the supernatural because they believe that not everything has a scientific 

explanation.
• They believed that nature is ‘sublime’: it has the power to simultaneously inspire awe and terror in people.
• They challenged society’s expectations about propriety and emotion. To show wild emotion was seen as crass and 

uncouth, but not to the gothic writers, who often depicted passion and rage.
• They explored the role of the female characters: often in gothic texts, there are powerful female roles, which 

contrasted the contemporary society.
• They were very interested in the psychological exploration of characters, particularly in relation to themes of madness.
• Big question: are humans always attracted to darkness? Is this why the gothic style has been almost constant?

3

Typical genre features:
1. Death and darkness 
2. Supernatural (magic, 

ghosts, monsters, curses) 
3. Focus on body parts 
4. Depiction of madness and 

hyperbolic emotion, 
including psychological 
episodes

5. Mystery, terror and 
suspense

Archetypal characters:
1. Characters with high social 

status e.g. Princes, counts 
2. Female victims threatened by a 

powerful male
3. Threatening women who are 

monsters or vampires 
4. Powerful, tyrannical male 

figures 
5. Villains, vampires, ghosts, 

werewolves 

Typical settings:
1. Wild landscapes
2. Medieval style castles, churches or 

abbeys
3. Gloomy, decayed and ruined 

environments
4. Remote, uninhabited places (older 

gothic) or monsters intermingling in 
every day life (newer gothic)

5. Volatile and threatening weather 
(symbolism)

4

Notable Gothic texts (in chronological order)
The Castle of Otranto – Horace Walpole 1765, Vathek – William Beckford 1786, Frankenstein – Mary Shelley 1818,  The Hunchback of 
Notre Dame – Victor Hugo 1831,  The Raven – Edgar Allen Poe 1845,  Wuthering Heights – Emily Bronte 1847,  The Strange Case of Dr Jekyll 
and Mr Hyde – R.L. Stevenson 1887,  The Picture of Dorian Gray - Oscar Wilde 1890, Dracula – Bram Stoker 1897,  Rebecca – Du Maurier 
1931,  The Woman in Black – Susan Hill 1983, The Twilight Series – Stephanie Meyer2006

https://eggbuckland.sharepoint.com/:f:/g/english/ElivZUMMd5lFosNIRCFlTrYBCpJ6gL0mY9_hNF1K5z1ZJA?e=i7s1RU


Subject: Maths Term: Spring 1 Year Group: 8

Part Key Learning
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Keyword Definition Examples

Expression Numbers, symbols and operators (such as + and ×) grouped together that show the value of something. 2 + 3
3x – 1
14y(x – 7)

NOT 2 + 3 = 5
NOT 33 = 8x + 1
NOT y

Term A term is either a single number or variable, or numbers and variables multiplied together. Terms are separated by + or − signs, or sometimes by divide.

Coefficient A number used to multiply a variable.

Variables with no number have a coefficient of 1.

Sometimes a letter stands in for the number.

6z means 6 times z, and "z" is a variable, so 6 is a 
coefficient. 

x is really 1x

In ax2 + bx + c, "x" is a variable, and "a" and "b" 
are coefficients

𝑥𝑥
4

is the same as 1
4
𝑥𝑥 so the coefficient would be 1

4

Variable A symbol for a value we don't know yet. It is usually a letter like x or y. In x + 2 = 6, x is the variable.

Constant A fixed value. In Algebra, a constant is a number on its own, or sometimes a letter such as a, b or c to stand 
for a fixed number.

in "x + 5 = 9", 5 and 9 are constants.

Simplify Process of replacing a mathematical expression by an equivalent one, that is simpler (usually shorter) 3x + 7x + 10x -2x = 18x

4y + 2x – 3y + 9x + y = 2y + 11x

Proof Logical mathematical arguments used to show the truth of a mathematical statement.

Keyword Definition Examples

Equation An equation says that two things are equal. It will have an equals sign "=" like this: 7 + 2  =  10 − 1

That equation says: what is on the left (7 + 2) is equal to what is on the right (10 − 1)

So, an equation is like a statement "this equals that".

Solving To find a value (or values) we can put in place of a variable that makes the equation true. x + 2 = 7
The variable is x, when we put 5 in place of x we get 5 + 2 = 7,
and 5 + 2 = 7 is true, so x = 5, and the equation is solved.



Subject: Science – 8B Energy (in foods and transfers)  Term: Spring 1 Year Group: 8

Part Key Learning Disciplinary/Literacy

1

2
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4

5

6

ENERGY IN FUEL
• Energy is stored in food and fuel.
• Energy in fuel is used to heat homes and cook 

food.
• Fuel it also burnt in power stations to 

produce current in order for electrical 
appliances to work at home.

ENERGY IN FOOD
• Different foods are stores of different 

amounts of energy.
• When you are asleep your body needs energy 

for keeping warm and breathing.
• Children need more energy than adults so 

their brain, bones and muscles can grow.
• If you take in more energy than you need, 

your body will store it as fat to use in the 
future.

PRACTICAL: Releasing energy in food

Once the food stops burning, the water should be 
stirred with the thermometer and the 
temperature recorded. By recording the 
temperature increase in the water, you can work 
out how much energy the food contains.

Energy can be dissipated/ wasted due to friction (energy 
transferred to a thermal store / sound) or when objects get 
hot and transfer energy to anything at a lower temperature.
The efficiency of an appliance can be calculated by:

RENEWABLE RESOURCES

 No carbon dioxide released
May be free to use (wind and Sun)
 Equipment may be expensive
 Can be unreliable (weather/ time of 
day dependent) 

ENERGY AND POWER
The power rating of an appliance tells you how much energy is 

transferred per second – the rate of energy transfer.
Power (W) = energy (J) ÷ time (s)
You can calculate the cost of using an appliance at home using the 

equation: cost = power (kW) x time (hours) x price (per kWh)
NOTE: You may need to convert units when completing calculations.

ENERGY STORES:
1. Chemical
2. Thermal
3. Elastic
4. Kinetic
5. Gravitational potential
6. Nuclear
7. Magnetic
8. Electrostatic
(Revision tip: use the first letter of each 
store to write a mnemonic to help you 
remember them).

Energy is transferred by:
1. Heating
2. Mechanically (by movement/ 

change in position)
3. Electric current
4. Waves (sound & light)

Tier 3 
KEYWORDS DEFINITION

Chemical energy 
store

Emptied during chemical reactions 
when energy its transferred to 
surroundings; e.g. burning fuel.

Dissipation Becoming spread out wastefully to the 
surroundings.

Elastic energy store Filled when a material is stretched or 
compressed; e.g. stretching a spring.

Energy Energy is needed to make things 
happen.

Energy resources Something with stored energy that can 
be released in a useful way.

Fossil fuels

Non-renewable energy resource 
formed from dead animals and plants, 
millions of years ago. E.g. coal, oil and 
natural gas.

Gravitational 
potential energy 

store

Filled when an object is raised; e.g. 
book on a shelf or when climbing a 
ladder.

Joules The unit of energy, symbol J
1 kilojoule (kJ) =   1000 J

Kilowatt hour The unit of energy used by electricity 
companies, symbol kWh.

Kinetic energy 
store

Filled when an object speeds up/ 
moves; e.g. when a car accelerates.

Law of 
conservation of 

energy

Energy cannot be created or 
destroyed, only transferred between 
stores.

Non-renewable
An energy resource that cannot be 
replaced and will be used up, such as 
coal, oil or gas, or nuclear.

Power How quickly energy is transferred by a 
device (watts).

Renewable
An energy resource that can be 
replaced and will not run out; e.g. solar, 
wind, waves, geothermal and biomass.

Thermal energy 
store

Filled when an object is warmed up; 
e.g. heating water in a kettle.

Watts The unit of power, symbol W
1 kilowatt (kW) =   1000 W

REDUCING ENERGY USE
1. Use fewer appliances.
2. Use appliances with a lower power 

rating.
3. Use appliances for fewer hours.
4. Insulate the home; this reduces the 

rate at which energy is transferred 
to surroundings; reducing need to 
heat the house.

5. Governments can raise awareness; 
this will make fuel last longer and 
benefit the environment.



Subject: Science – 4.1 Sound Term: Spring 1 Year Group: 8 

Part Key Learning Disciplinary/Literacy

1

2

3

4

5

6

KEYWORD DEFINITION

Absorption When energy is transferred from sound (or other 
waves) to a material.

Amplitude Maximum amount of vibrations, measured from 
the middle of the wave, in metres.

Auditory range The lowest –highest frequencies that an animal 
can hear.

Decibel Unit of sound intensity or loudness (dB)

Echo
Reflection of sound waves from a surface back to 
the listener.  Hard, smooth surfaces are 
particularly good at reflecting sound.

Frequency Number of waves produced in one second, in 
hertz (unit of frequency).

Infrared Sound below a frequency of 20Hz

Longitudinal 
wave

Where the direction of vibrations is the same as 
the wave; sound waves are longitudinal.

Medium Material that affects light or sound by slowing it 
down or transferring the wave.

Oscilloscope Device able to view patterns of sound waves that 
have been turned to an electrical signal.

Ultrasound Sound at a frequency greater than 20 000Hz, 
beyond the range of human hearing.

Vacuum A space with no particles of matter in it.

Vibration A back and forth motion that repeats.

Volume How loud or quiet a sound is, in decibels.

Wavelength Distance between two corresponding points on a 
wave, in metres.

Comparing light and sound waves
Similarities Differences

Both transfer energy Travel as different type of wave
Both have a range of frequencies 

and wavelengths
Sound waves need particles to carry energy 

but light waves do not

Travel in waves
Different speeds – light travels up to a million 

times faster (300 000 000 m/s) than sound

1.The vibrations in the air enter the pinna, travel 
down the ear canal and make the eardrum 
vibrate.

2.These vibrations are passed through the three 
small bones (called ossicles) to a spiral 
structure called the cochlea. 

3.Signals are passed from the cochlea to the 
brain through the auditory nerve.

4.Our brain interprets these signals as sound.

Waves transfer energy from one place to another.
Waves are made by forcing something to vibrate or oscillate.
There are two types of waves; transverse and longitudinal.
Sound waves are longitudinal waves. Light and waves on 
water are transverse waves.

The frequency of sound waves is measured in hertz, Hz. 
The bigger the number, the greater the frequency and the higher the 
pitch of the sound. 
Human beings can generally hear sounds as low as 20 Hz and as high as 
20,000 Hz (20 kHz).

Sound waves can only travel through a solid, liquid or gas. They cannot travel through empty space. 

Sound travels faster through liquids and solids than it does through air and other gases. This is because the particles of 
gases are further apart than liquids and finally solids. Sound waves move more slowly when particles are further apart.

All waves have three 
important features; an 
amplitude, a frequency and a 
wavelength. The top of the 
wave is called a peak/crest 
and the bottom is called a 
trough.



Subject:   Preparation for Life (P4L) Term: Spring 1 Year Group: 8 

Part Key Learning: Healthy Relationships, Healthy Sex Disciplinary/Literacy

1

Where are teenage pregnancy rates a problem? Teenage pregnancy rate – the number of teenage girls who are 
pregnant per thousand teenage girls

2

Why is teenage pregnancy a problem? PIESE – Physical, Intellectual, Emotional, Social and Economic 
impacts of being a teenage mum

3

How can teenage pregnancy rates be reduced? STI – Sexually Transmitted Infection, also called STD
STD – Sexually Transmitted Disease, also called STI
Contraception – a way of mitigating the risk of becoming 
pregnant.
Barrier Methods – a method of contraception that creates a 
physical barrier between both people. E.g. Condom



Subject: Geography  Term: Spring 1 Year Group: 8

Part Disciplinary/Literacy Key Learning
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Development - a process of change 
that affects people's lives. It may 
involve an improvement in the 
quality of life.
Gross National Income (GNI) –
Total value of goods produced by a 
country (How rich they are).
Life Expectancy – The average 
number of years a person will live 
for.

Development is measured by how rich or poor a country is using the GNI.  This divides countries up into Low Income Countries (LIC’s) and High-
Income Countries (HIC’s).  
An example of a LIC is Ethiopia where the GNI is $219 Billion.  The UK (a HIC) has a GNI of $3 Trillion.  Often this is divided equally between the 
number of people in a country called GNI per person.  In Ethiopia this is $2010 per person per year.  In the UK it is £45,060.
In countries with a low GNI there is often poor medical care leading to a shorter life expectancy.  Many people cannot read or write due to poor 
schools.  Also, there is poor access to clean water as the country does not have the money to provide clean water.
Cycle of Poverty: 

2 
an

d 
5

Aid -Money, goods and services 
given to a country to help improve 
quality of life and economy.
Intermediate technology - The 
simple, easily learned 
and maintained technology used in 
a range of 
economic activities serving local 
needs in LICs.
Fair trade –Farmers in LIC’s are 
given better prices for their crops 
like tea, coffee and coca beans 
(used to make chocolate).

To help improve the quality of life of people in LIC’s other rich HIC’s will often give them Aid, this could be in the form of money to build new 
hospital, or emergency food Aid to help a starving population.
Often charities and other non-government organisations (NGO’s) will provide help.  Water Aid is a charity which provides access to clean water.  It 
does this by building wells.  This is a good example of intermediate technology as they are easy to look after and cheap to repair if they break.
To break the cycle of poverty countries can provide a better education, this happened in Uganda, where free primary and secondary education 
meant there were high literacy rates, skills and qualifications. This meant people gained better paid jobs, opened up businesses and improved their 
quality of life.  
The Sustainable Development Goals or Global Goals are a collection of 17 interlinked goals designed to be a "blueprint to achieve a better and 
more sustainable future for all".  All of the goals aim to improve quality of life in a country.  For the poorest the goals of ‘No poverty’, Zero hunger’, 
‘Good health’, ‘Quality education’ and ‘Clean water’ are some of the most important to meet.
Fair trade is another way of helping people break the poverty cycle by giving them a guaranteed fair price for what they produce.  This means that 
they can work and earn money so that they can improve their quality of life, send their children to school and have health care. It also improves 
communities through the social fund which aims to build schools and health centres in the villages the farmers live in.

3 
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Infant mortality The average 
number of deaths of infants under 
1 year of age, per 1000 live births, 
per year. 
Malaria – mosquito-borne 
infectious disease that affects 
humans
Quality of life - the standard of 
health, comfort, and happiness 
experienced by an individual or 
group

Ethiopia: Life expectancy rose from about 52 in 2000 to 66 in 2017, and infant mortality more than halved over that period.  Ethiopia in 2000 was 
one of the poorest countries in the world with a GNI or $33 billion.  In 2020 it has one of the fastest growing economies with a GNI of $253 billion.
Infant mortality in Ethiopia has been reduced through having better health care and more health centres.  This has meant that children have a 
better chance of surviving. 
Malaria is a disease that many people in areas with mosquitos can catch, often this means that they fall ill with a fever and cannot work. In 
Ethiopia, where three quarters of its territory is considered endemic for malaria putting more than 60 million (60% of the total population) people 
at risk for infection. NGO’s have provided mosquito nets for families to go over beds so that people are not bitten at night.
Health centres have provided anti malaria drugs, but these are expensive, and many people cannot afford them.
Ethiopia still faces many challenges. Ethiopia, a dry country vulnerable to climate change. Almost six in ten of the country’s 105 million people 
don’t have clean water. “We drank whatever was available to us – rivers, streams, rain, floods – anything that was accessible and came in the form 
of water, we used. It made us sick though.” said Ferenji, 81
Six in ten people don't have clean water. Nine in ten don't have a decent toilet. Almost 18,500 children under 5 die each year from diarrhoea. 
NGO’s such as WaterAid try to provide help. Clean water to Ferenji’s village using a 400-metre pipe from a clean spring on a hill. A concrete top 
protects it from animals and floods.

Child grows up in poverty
Low or no education

Low or no skills or qualifications
Struggles to get a job

Low or no income & Poor health

High birth rate & Low life expectancy



Subject: History Term: Spring 1 Year Group: 8

Part Disciplinary/Literacy Key Learning: Did Bloodshed Make Britain A Better Place?

1 
and 

4

Armistice : an agreement to stop fighting.
Reparations: compensation
Big 3: Britain, France and the USA

Treaty of Versailles 1919: World War I officially ended with the armistice on 11th November 1918. However, a peace treaty still needed to be signed to 
ensure war did not break out again.  The so called “Big 3” countries met at the Palace of Versailles outside Paris to decide how to deal with Germany.  The countries 
had to decide whether to punish Germany as the French leader George Clemenceau wanted, aided by the British press who demanded Germany be, “squeezed till 
the pips squeak” or rebuild Germany (which had now become a democracy) as the British Prime Minister Lloyd George and President Woodrow Wilson of the USA 
preferred.  The Germans were barely consulted and in the end were left angry at their treatment and a large minority felt determined to gain revenge for their 
defeat.  The terms can be summed up with the acronym: LAMB: LAND, ARMY, MILITARY, BLAME.

2 
and 

5

Suffragettes: Women who violently 
campaigned for the vote.
Suffragists: Women who used non-violent 
methods to campaign for the vote.
Patriarchal society: Society controlled by men
Radical: extremist
Universal suffrage: Everyone over 18 years can 
vote regardless of gender or status.

Suffragettes/Suffragists: Women were barred from voting in elections before the 20th century.  In this and many other ways they were regarded as second-
class citizens.  Britain was a patriarchal society and women found it difficult to gain education, professional jobs and equal access to protection under the law.  
Despite work from earlier protesters and trade unions many powerful men felt women were too irresponsible to use their vote properly.  As a result of the lack of 
change a new group of women turned to more radical means to gain “votes for women”. They became known as suffragettes because suffrage is the right to vote.  
Led by the Pankhurst family they carried out spectacular stunts such as egging houses, arson or disruption of political meetings.  Many were arrested and were 
treated very harshly in prison.  However, these acts also made many people turn away from their cause and despite acts of sacrifice like Emily Davidson, who was 
killed by the King’s horse at the Epsom Derby in 1913, by 1914 Women still could not vote in Britain.  The First World War brought new opportunities for many 
women who found well- paid work in war industries.  At the end of the conflict women over the age of 30 and who owned property were given the right to vote.  
The first female MP was elected to represent Plymouth.  However equal voting rights with men or universal suffrage was not achieved until 1928.

Part 
3 

and 
6

General Strike: Nationwide strike by several 
groups.
Seep: Trickle through.
Great Depression: Period after the Wall Street 
Crash where businesses and people had 
insufficient money.
Censorship: Control of what is written in the 
media.
Fascist: Intolerant or domineering views or 
practices. Communist: system of social 
organization in which all property is owned by 
the community and each person contributes and 
receives according to their ability and needs.

Democracy and Dictatorship: The war brought about some important social change in Britain such as in rights for women, entertainment, leisure and 
fashion but for many people life remained very hard.  There was a general strike in 1926 to protest at poor working conditions throughout the country.  However, 
for others the decade became known as the “Roaring 20s”.  The BBC was founded to, “educate, inform and entertain” the population and new ideas from America 
began to seep into British culture.  However after the Wall Street Crash of 1929 a new era of extreme hard times became the norm across many parts of the world 
and became known as the Great Depression.  
In Britain and America democracy survived the shock of the depression and individual freedoms such as speech and the press remained.  People continued to elect 
their leaders and hoped to plot a way out of their problems.  However many other countries turned their back on democracy and became dictatorships instead.  In a 
dictatorship ordinary people have no real say in how the country is run, free speech is outlawed and censorship is common.
In Europe there were two types of dictatorships – communism as followed in Russia believed in the ideas of Karl Marx and attempted to create a more equal 
society.  This was very popular with the vast swathes of poor peasants and factory workers who were starving in Russia in the 1910s.  In Italy the dictatorship was 
Fascist under the dictator Benito Mussolini.  He preached that Italy was a special country and better than other countries, he promised to protect Italy and whilst 
hating communism would support key industries such as the railways and steel manufacturing.  The world was set for a new clash of ideas.



Subject: French Term: Spring 1 Year Group: 8

Part Key Learning: Ce que j’aime regarder

1

2

3

4

5

6

More opinions:
Je suis fan de… I am a fan of…
Je suis passionnée de…   I am passionate about…
J’ai un passion pour…   I have a passion for…

Expressions of Time:
normalement/ d'habitude   normally/usually touts les semaines     every week
parfois occasionally                     une fois par semaine    o once a week
quelquefois sometimes



Subject: Spanish  Term: Spring 1 Year Group: 8

Part Key Learning:  Describiendo una foto, Las Vacaciones

1

En la foto, 
se puede ver …
In the photo, 

2

3

Q1 ¿Qué tiempo hace normalmente en Inglaterra/España? (What is the 
weather normally like in England/Spain?)

Q3. ¿Cuánto tiempo fuiste? ¿Cómo fue? (How long for? / How was it?)

4

5

Q2. ¿Adónde fuiste de vacaciones?¿Con quién fuiste? (Where did you go on holidays? 
With whom did you go ?)                                                                                  

Viajé en  (I travelled by)
Fui a la playa (I went to the
beach)
Jugué al golf (I played golf)
Visité monumentos (I visited
monuments)
Bailé (I danced)
Monté en bicicleta ( I rode a 
bike)
Descansé (I relaxed)
Voy a  (I’m going to)
Vamos a  (We are going to)

autocar (coach)
coche (car)
avión (plane)
tren (train)
barco (boat)
bicicleta (bike)
monopatín 
(skateboard)

una piscina (a pool)
un gimnasio (a gym)
una playa ( a beach)
un parque (a park)

6

Normalmente 
(Normally)

en Inglaterra
(In England)

En España 
(In Spain)

en primavera (in  
spring)

en verano (in  summer)

en invierno (in  winter)

en otoño (in  autumn)

hace buen/mal  tiempo (it’s
Good/bad weather)
hace calor (it’s hot)
hace frío (it’s cold)
hace sol (it’s sunny)
hace viento (it’s windy)
hay niebla (it’s foggy)
hay tormenta (it’s stormy)
llueve (it rains)

un edificio = a building
un árbol/unos árbol = 
a tree, some trees
un concierto = a 
concert
una fiesta = a party
una playa = a beach
una iglesia = a church
un parque = a park
un hotel = a hotel

Está = he/she/it is…
Están = they are ...

a la izquierda = on the left
a la derecha = a on the right
al fondo = in the background
en primer plano = in the foreground
en el centro = in the centre
al lado de = next to
cerca de = near to
lejos de -= far from
arriba =  above
abajo = below
en el campo = in the countryside
en la costa = on the coast

En la foto, hay… 
= In the photo, 
there is/there are…
no hay……
there isn’t….

PEOPLE
un hombre/una mujer = a man/a woman
un chico/una chica = a boy/a girl
una familia = a family
una pareja = a couple
unos estudiantes = some students
unas personas = some people (personas) 
mucha gente = lots of people
un profesor/una profesora = a teacher
un grupo de amigos = a group of friends
unos compañeros de trabajo = some
workmates
un camarero/una camarera = a 
waiter/waitress

OPINIONS
A mi parecer es = In my
opinión, it is
A mi modo de ver es = 
In my opinión, it is
Desde mi punto de vista 
= In my opinión, it is
Pienso que es = I think
that it is
Creo que es = I believe
that it is
Diría que es = I would
say that it is

El verano pasado
(last summer)

El invierno pasado
(last Winter)

El año pasado (last year)
Hace un mes
(A month ago)

Hace quince días 
(2 weeks ago)
En junio (In June)

Fui a
(I went to)
Fuiste a
(you went to)
Fue a
(he/she went to)
Fuimos a
(We went to)
Fueron a
(they went to 

Inglaterra (England)
Escocia (Scotland)
Gales (Wales)
Francia (France)
Alemania (Germany)
España (Spain)
Portugal (Portugal)
Italia (Italy)
Grecia (Greece)

con
with

mi familia
(my family)
mis amigos
(my friends)
mi mejor amigo/a
(my best friend)
mis hermanos
(my siblings)
mis abuelos
(my grandparents

Fui
(I went

un fin de semana (a 
weekend)
diez días (10 days)
una semana (a week)
dos semanas./una 
quincena (a fortnight)
un mes (a month)

Era
(It was)

estupendo (great)
genial (great)
aburrido (boring)
horrible (horrible)
un desastre (a 
disaster)
fatal (awful)



Week AO Key Learning – Cityscape (Karen Stamper) Disciplinary literacy 
in Art and Design 

Definition Resources

1 1

Artist intro – analysis of work.  

What do you notice?  What is the main subject 
within the work? What media has been used?  
What is your professional opinion? (research 
page for HW (set before Christmas break).

Analysis To look at, to talk about something in 
detail.

4  – Cereal 
box/perfume/stock cube 
etc. packaging, wallpaper, 
white tissue, sticky labels, 
ring binder holes, masking 
tape, white acrylic paint, 
corrugated card for 
scraping and sticking onto 
work.  PVA glue.

5 – Textured work from 
lesson 2, monoprinted
work from lesson 3.  Glue 
sticks.  Black ink or 
watercolour and paint 
brushes. 

6 – Fineliners and black 
acrylic.  Paint brushes.

Media Something to work with in art, for 
example; paint, collage, pencil, pastel, 
crayon etc.

Opinion A view or judgement formed about 
something.

2 2

Mark making – textures around Collage 

Pencil, crayon, pastel, graphite, newsprint 
paper, standard A4 white paper (the thinner 
the better).

Texture The feel, appearance, or consistency of 
a surface or substance.

Mark making The different lines, dots, marks, 
patterns, and textures we create in an 
artwork. It can be loose and gestural or 
controlled and neat.

3 2

Mono printing – printed cityscapes (HW) 

Cityscape imagery, printing ink, rollers, pens, 
pencils, printing plate, newspaper.

Mono printing A form of printmaking that has lines or 
images that can only be made once.

Cityscape The visual appearance of a city.

4, 5, 6 3, 4

Mixed Media concertina Cityscape outcome.
Step 1 – Textured background using card, tape, 
wallpaper, tissue paper etc.
Step 2 – White acrylic layering.
Step 3 – Textures around collage and mono 
printed sections stuck down.
Step 4 – Black ink layer (or watercolour).
Step 5 – Fineliner drawings applied.
Step 6 – Black acrylic detail to enhance Tone.

Concertina A folded piece of paper that is repeated 
to create several folds in one piece of 
paper.

Mixed Media A variety of media used in a work of art.

Outcome A final product or end result.

Evaluation To judge or determine the significance, 
worth, or quality of; assess.

7 2, 3, 
4

DIRT – Dedicated Improvement and Reflection 
Time.

Refine To improve something.

Year Group: 8Term: Spring 1Subject: Art and Design  



Subject: Computing Term: Spring 1 Year Group: 8

Part Key Learning

1

• Inclusivity is the practice or policy of providing equal access to opportunities and resources for people who might otherwise be excluded or
marginalized, such as those having physical or mental disabilities or belonging to other minority groups.

• Computer accessibility refers to the accessibility of a computer system to all people, regardless of disability type or severity of impairment.

• Collaborative working is the act of two or more people or organizations working together for a particular purpose

2

• Cloud computing is the practice of using a network of remote servers hosted on the internet to store, manage, and process data, rather than
a local server or a personal computer.

• A wireless ad hoc network or mobile ad hoc network is a decentralized type of wireless network. The network is ad hoc because it does not
rely on a pre-existing infrastructure, such as routers in wired networks or access points in managed wireless networks.



Subject: Fashion Unit 1 Year Group: 8

Part Key Learning Disciplinary/Literacy

1

Sublimation Printing 
A sublimation printer and associated heat press, allows the user to ‘sublimate’ shapes, patterns and images, on to the surface of 
materials, such as polypropylene and textiles. It is a straightforward process, whereby a design is produced using CAD software.
The design is printed using a sublimination printer, which is very similar to a regular ink jet printer, with the exception that it has 
been adapted for sublimation ink cartridges. The printed image, is placed on the surface to be sublimated, between the top and 
bottom plate of a heat press. Pressure and heat is applied (according to the manufacturers recommended time and 
temperature), turning the printed image into a gas. The gas penetrates the surface of the material and solidifies, produces a
permanent image. Once cool, the printed product can be removed.

Sublimation
Natural fibre
Synthetic Fibre

2

Computer Aided Design (CAD)
Computer Aided Design (CAD) is a vital tool for a Product Designer. CAD software allows a designer to quickly produce 3D 
images/designs. The design can then be rotated, colour rendered and analysed/evaluated. Then it can be improved. Software 
such as SketchUp, provided by Google, is ideal for a young designer or a professional.

Computer Aided Design 

3

Dyeing Fabrics
There are several different ways of dyeing fabrics
- Stock or yarn - dyes the fibres before they become fabrics
- Piece - dyes pieces of fabric
- Garment - dyes clothing once it is made
Dyeing usually takes place in large vats before being heated and dried.

Mordant
Resist dye 

4

Sewing Machines
Home sewing machines are designed for one person to sew individual items while using a single stitch type at a time. In a 
modern sewing machine, the process of stitching has been automated so that the fabric easily glides in and out of the machine
without the inconvenience of needles, thimbles and other tools used in hand sewing. Early sewing machines were powered by 
either constantly turning a handle or with a foot-operated treadle mechanism. Electrically-powered machines were later 
introduced.

Bobbin
Presser foot

5

Plain seams
Two pieces of fabric are joined together with a running stitch allowing for a seam allowance, which must be measured correctly 
to the desired width otherwise the garment being sewn will be the wrong size or shape, and needs neatening to prevent fraying
(achieved by overlocking or pinking shears)

Raw edge
Pinking shears
Seam allowance

6

Patchwork
Patchwork or "pieced work" is a form of needlework that involves sewing together pieces of fabric into a larger design. The 
larger design is usually based on repeating patterns built up with different fabric shapes (which can be different colours). These 
shapes are carefully measured and cut, basic geometric shapes making them easy to piece together.

Measuring tape
Tailors chalk



Subject: Fashion Unit 2 Year Group: 8

Part Key Learning Disciplinary/Literacy

1

Isometric Drawing Parallel
Isometric

2

Design Specification
The specification is probably the easiest section of a design project, if all the research has been carried out. The 
specification draws on the information collected and presented during the research section. The specification is a number 
of straightforward statements, made clearly outlining the nature of the project to be designed and manufactured. If the 
research section has not been completed fully, the specification will also be lacking.

Client
Consumer
Design brief

3

Sewing patterns
A pattern is a collection of shapes (similar to a template) that are attached to the surface of the material to aid shaping it. 
For example, a tailor making a garment could use a pattern to mark the required shapes for the garment onto a piece of 
fabric to then be cut out and assembled.

Grain line
Seam allowance 
Pattern markings 

4

Thermochromic inks 
Inks and dyes are used on almost every product and packaging. The role inks / colour plays can be crucial to the success or 
failure of a product. Thermochromic inks can change from colourless to colourful OR colourful to colourless very quickly.
Although thermochromic inks were introduced in the 1970s, they are used extensively today. For example, in the food 
industry, on packaging they can convey the freshness of a product.

Smart materials
Stimuli

5

Stencilling
Stencilling produces an image or pattern by applying pigment to a surface under an intermediate object with designed 
gaps in it which create the pattern or image by only allowing the pigment to reach some parts of the surface. 

Bridges
Islands 

6

Testing against the specification 
Designers will have written a design specification, developed from the design brief and based on the results of completed 
research. This is where a specific list of criteria is written that a designer can follow as a set of rules. During the iterative 
design process, this specification should be referenced to and designs evaluated against it to ensure the final solution is 
the best fit.

Criteria 
Iterative 

Isometric drawing is way of presenting designs/drawings in three dimensions. In order for a design to 
appear three dimensional, a 30-degree angle is applied to its sides. The cube opposite, has been 
drawn in isometric projection. In early meetings with a client, the designer can display 3D drawings of 
this type in order to ascertain if the design is developing the way the client wants.



Subject: Food Technology Term: Spring 1 Year Group: 8

Part Key Learning Disciplinary/Literacy Resources

1

Introduction - Bread tasting
Sensory evaluation – when you eat food you are judging its following characteristics: appearance, taste, 
smell and texture.  All foods products need to be acceptable to eat by a wide variety of people.  Sensory 
evaluation helps us to make sure that a food product meets expectation, allows us to compare it to 
another food product and check on the quality and shelf life of a food product over time.  Bread is a staple 
food in much of the world.  Bagels, pitta bread, soda bread, Naan bread and croissants are all examples of 
bread products from around the world.

Aroma – smell
Mouthfeel – How a food product feels in the 
mouth. 
Sensory descriptors – words to describe the 
appearance, texture, taste and aroma of food
Staple food – Foods which make up the main part 
of the traditional diet.

2

Bread is made from strong flour, yeast, salt and water.  Fat is often added to extend the shelf life while 
sugar is added for sweetness, colour and to feed the yeast.  The type of flour used to make bread is strong 
flour, which is high in a protein called gluten.  Gluten forms when water is added to flour and mixed.  Bread 
dough needs gluten to support the gas bubbles of carbon dioxide that are created during the making 
process to give bread a light texture.  Yeast is used in leavened bread.  Yeast produced carbon dioxide gas 
and rises the bread.  Yeast is killed by too much sugar, salt and heat.

Prove – leaving dough to rise
Gluten – Stretchy protein found in flour.
Fermentation – The process when yeast converts 
sugars to give off carbon dioxide gas.

3

Pizza – Factors influencing different cuisines
The climate or weather is a controlling factor for what farmers can grow.  The landscape of a region 
governs which crops and animals are raised for food.  In the north of Italy a hard wheat called Durum 
wheat can be grown due to the cooler climate.  Durum wheat has a high gluten content perfect for making 
bread.  Southern Italy has a warmer climate and is perfect for growing crops such as tomatoes and Olives. 

Durum wheat – a hard wheat
Climate - the weather conditions prevailing in an 
area in general or over a long period.

4

Pasta is a food that contains starch, a carbohydrate which provides energy for our bodies.  Starch is a 
complex carbohydrate, providing slower release of energy than simple carbohydrates such as sugars.  
Pasta especially wholemeal pasta is a source of fibre.
Durum wheat flour is also used to make pasta as it is high in protein, holds its shape during cooking, 
making a stretchy dough.  Basic pasta dough is made from flour, salt, eggs, oil and water.  Pasta is available 
in different shapes and varieties – for example Farfalle – bow ties, Penne – tubes, Fusilli – twists.  Different 
shaped pasta is designed to hold different styles of sauce.   

Carbohydrate – one of the five nutrients – a macro 
nutrient.
Whole grain – All the edible parts of the grain –
the germ, endosperm and bran
Al dente – firm to the bite, a description of the 
texture of correctly cooked pasta.

5

Lemon drizzle cake  - The benefits of eating fruit.
A diet rich in a variety of fruits and vegetables can make us healthier.  The aim is to eat at least five 
portions of fruit and vegetables each day. Try eating a rainbow of coloured fruit everyday to provide you 
with all the micronutrients your body requires.  Fruits contain a variety of micronutrients especially vitamin 
C.  They are also a good source of fibre.  Adding fruit such as sultanas, strawberries, blueberries and lemon 
to a cake can add flavour, texture and colour to the dish as well as improve the nutritional value.

Creaming – the process of creaming fat and sugar 
together, which traps tiny air bubbles into the 
mixture
Juice – to squeeze the juice from fruits or 
vegetables
Zest - scrape off the outer coloured part of the 
peel of (a piece of citrus fruit) for use as flavouring.

6

Macaroni cheese incorporates a cheese sauce using the roux method. 
A sauce is a well flavoured liquid which has been thickened.  Sauces are added to food to provide colour, 
flavour and texture.  They can bind different ingredients together, make a dish look appetising and 
attractive.  Starch is the main food source of plants.  It is made up of molecules of glucose.  Starch is very 
useful because it can thicken mixtures – this is called gelatinisation.  

Gelatinisation – the name of the process for when 
starch granules are mixed with a liquid and 
heated; they swell and break open, causing the 
liquid to thicken
Roux – a mixture of melted fat and flour, which is 
used as a base of a sauce.



Subject: Design and Technology Term: Spring 1 Year Group: 8

Part Key Learning Disciplinary/
Literacy

Resources

1

Timber is the term given to natural and manufactured wood used in products because timber comes from the natural source of trees. It's recyclable, renewable and reusable. 
There are two categories of natural wood; hardwoods and Softwoods. These names reflect the cell structure of the tree the wood comes from and not the strength or 
hardness of the wood. 

Hardwoods come from deciduous trees which can take hundreds of years to mature. For this reason, the timber from these trees is generally more expensive. 

Softwoods come from coniferous trees. These trees grow quickly, making softwood a highly sustainable readily available and less expensive than hardwoods. Softwoods 
absorb moisture more easily than hardwoods, so they're more likely to rot, this means they are most suitable for use in products designed to be used indoors. Softwoods aren't 
available in as many colours as hardwoods, but can easily be stained or painted to make them look like a more expensive hardwoods. Softwoods are commonly used in the 
construction industry as they are cheap and readily available. 

Pine is one of the most common softwoods. It has a straight grain and is a light yellow colour. Pine is easy to work and is used in interior construction, such as joinery and 
window frames, and for making low-cost furniture. If its surface is treated, pine can be used outside too, however it can be knotty and prone to splitting.

Hardwoods
Softwoods
Manufactured
Timber
Recyclable
Renewable
Reusable
Sustainable
Pine
Plywood
Veneer
Laminated

2

Manufactured boards use natural timber waste that is processed to form sheets. Manufactured boards are used to produce cheaper and lower quality products than those 
made with natural timber. Waste wood or low grade or recycled timber is used to give the product a natural pale brown finish. A veneer can be added to cover the rough finish 
of the manufactured timber and give the appearance of a better quality wood. A veneer is a thin slice of high quality wood that is bonded to the surface of a cheaper material 
to enhance its appearance. 

Plywood is a laminated board. Layers of wood veneers are glued at 90 degree angles to each other so the grain direction alternates. This makes plywood strong even when thin 
and means that it's stable in all directions. A layer of higher quality outer material is applied on the top and bottom to improve the appearance. Because of its stiffness and 
stability, plywood is often used for furniture, shelving and flooring. 

Manufactured boards have many advantages over natural timber.  They can be produced using lower grade timber, making them more environmentally friendly. 
Manufactured boards have consistent properties throughout the board, making them more stable, less likely to warp or deform, and suited to high volume production. They 
are also manufactured in larger sheets than natural timber.

3-6

Be able to use and name the following tools:                     Dimension
Working 
Drawing
Try Square
Rule
Tenon Saw
Bench Hook
Bench Vice
Chisel
Coping Saw
Lap Joint
Finger Joint

Evaluate
Criteria
Specification

Steel Rule

File

Try SquareTenon Saw

Bench Hook
Glass Paper

Chisel

Coping Saw

Finger Joint
Lap Joint

Joints in wood provide a variety of levels of strength and structure. Joints 
are often glued with PVA to make them secure and permanent.

Be able to identify,  describe and make a finger joint and a lap joint

Dimensions



Subject: Engineering Metals Unit Year Group: Year 8

Part Key Learning Disciplinary/Literacy Resources

1

Ferrous metals contain iron and may rust. Iron and steel can corrode – this is known as rust
Rust is a compound called iron oxide and is formed when iron and oxygen react in the presence of moisture or water. Most ferrous
metals are magnetic.
Non-ferrous metals such as Aluminium don’t contain iron. They are often more expensive than ferrous metals owing to their desirable 
properties which include: Lightweight, good conductivity, ductile and malleable and resistant to corrosion.

Designers and engineers need to communicate sizes of components on an orthographic drawing. To avoid any confusion when reading 
these, it is important that sizes of parts are clearly labelled.
To make sure of this, a standard, common method is used to show the sizes of an object. These standard ‘rules’ must be followed when 
recording sizes. In the UK, we follow the rules outlined in British Standards ‘BS 8888’.

Ferrous 
Non Ferrous 
Corrosion
Hardness
Toughness
Malleability
Oxide
Orthographic 
Dimension

2

Marking out consists of transferring the dimensions from an orthographic drawing to a workpiece in preparation for the next step, 
machining or manufacture. The use of marking out is to provide guide lines to work to, to control the size and shape of a component, 
and to position and size any features, such as holes, required in the component.
An orthographic drawing represents a three-dimensional object using several two-dimensional views of the object. It is also known as an 
orthographic projection. Orthographic projections are working drawings in either a first or third angle (we use third angle in the UK) 
projection and show each side of a design without perspective. They are essentially a 2D drawing of a 3D object. They are used to show 
an object from every angle to help manufacturers plan and carry out production.

Scriber
Centre punch
Steel rule
Radius 
Diameter
Circumference

3

Steel can be joined by using a technique called brazing. A high temperature is needed for this and a brazing hearth is normally used. 
Brazing gives a permanent joint that is ideal for most metalworking projects in schools and colleges. In industry this technique is used on 
products such as bicycle frames where there is a need for a certain amount of flexibility in the joint.
In simply terms, two steel parts are joined by heating them to a ‘red’ heat/colour and followed by applying a brazing rod to the joint. The 
brazing rod melts at a lower temperature than the steel and so it melts to form a molten liquid. This liquid brazing rod then flows along 
the joint between the two steel parts, aided by capillary action, filling any gaps and creating a strong and permanent joint.

Capillary action 
Annealing
Ferrous
Brazing
Flux
Oxidation

4

Plastic dip coating provides a cost effective finish to metals. This type of coating offers surface protection combined with a decorative 
appeal, due to the vast range of colours that are available. Further to this, in many cases a powder coating improves the functionality of 
the product. Bike frames and car wheels are often powder coated as they spend the majority of their time outdoors and in conditions 
that will cause them to corrode/rust..

Dip coating
Corrosion
Polymer
Plastic

5

Structures
All forms of civil engineering, mechanics or architecture requires the designers and engineers to have an understanding of materials, 
forces and structures. The complex world of making structures relies on understanding the mathematics of forces. Tensile strength, 
compression, torsion, load are all things that need to be considered when creating the built environment around us. As well as forces, 
understanding what properties a material possesses is vital to the functionality of a structure.

Tension
Tensile strength
Compression
Torsion
Load

6

Engineers research
An engineer uses science, technology and maths to solve problems. We can see engineering everywhere in the world around us, 
improving the ways we work, travel, communicate, stay healthy, and entertain.
Today, the field of engineering offers more career choices than any other discipline! In the past, there were four major engineering 
branches: mechanical, chemical, civil and electrical. Today, the number of available engineering careers/degrees is vast.

Mechanical
Chemical
Civil
Electrical



Subject: Drama                                                                                         Term: Spring      Gothic Year Group: 8
Part Key Learning Disciplinary Literacy 
1 Introduction to ‘Frankenstein is the famous story of a young man who thinks he can change the world by making better human begins. 

Instead he creates a living monster with a mind of its own….’
You will be studying the play text in Your English lessons and will be bringing the play to life in your drama lessons. 
Drama Skills you will cover; Improvising a scene, Characters in freeze frame, planning a horror script, Learning lines from the Play text, 
creating your own scene and character lines.

Physical Interpretation of Character
Vocal Interpretation of Character 
Artistic Intention 
Movement techniques
Gesture
Ensemble performance 
Mime
Improvisation
Gesture 
Facial expressions 
Body Language 
Posture
Facial expressions
Gait (walk)
Posture
Body Language
Gesture
Volume/Projection
Pitch Pace
Pace
Accent
Hot seating 

2 Ensemble performance Using the prologue and mime.
Group work and improvisation
Gesture – the actions used by an actor to show what the character is feeling or what they are doing.
Facial expressions – changes made to the face to show how the Character is feeling.
Body Language – the emotion shown by an actors movement or position of their body.
Posture – the position that a character is sitting or standing in.  It helps to show their emotions.

3 Practical Lessons to examine the relationship between Characters within the scene R.5, R.
To understand how language can create a character in a play R.6
Physical Interpretation of Character: Facial expressions, Gait (walk), Posture, Body Language, Gesture
Vocal Interpretation of Character: Volume/Projection, Pitch, Pace, Pace, Accent
Artistic Intention of your ability to physical interpret your character and portray this physically changing your body language, facial 
expression and voice.

4 To develop depth and understanding of characters and the ethical and moral dilemmas at the heart of Frankenstein.
To develop an understanding of character through Hot Seating 
Hot-seating
Hot-seating is when you are asked questions in character and you have to answer them in character.
We use hot seating in Drama as it helps to understand your character and their background and get you to think about who they are.
Open ended questions are better to ask as it draws out more information.

Resources 
Frankenstein: Plot, Character & Themes | BBC Teach -
YouTube
Mary Shelley's 'Frankenstein': The Genre - YouTube
What a script should look like:
https://www.theschoolrun.com/play-script

How to sketch a simple set design:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Uf_Yu3mn
AhI5 Group work choose of scenes to work with Practically;

To learn how language can be used for dramatic effect – Add Language to your chosen scene 
To learn how sentence structure can create drama

6 Rehearsal of chosen scenes
Tips for learning lines

Read the lines aloud, Little and often, Record yourself saying the lines then listen back, Walk around a while you are practicing your lines 
(this will also help you to develop character), Learn the line which is said before yours so you can use it as a prompt, Listen to what the 
other characters are saying so the lines make more sense

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=iE37eT_si8g
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=54_Up2iaQZo&list=PLqGFsWf-P-cDNPzgj-9Eey6rtQmZbFu6G&index=6
https://www.theschoolrun.com/play-script
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Uf_Yu3mnAhI


Subject: Music Term: Spring 1 Year Group: Year 8



Subject: Music Term: Spring 1 Year Group: Year 8



My Diary :  

Week Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday Sunday

1

04/01/2022 05/01/2022 06/01/2022 07/01/2022 08/01/2022 09/01/2022

2

10/01/2022 11/01/2022 12/01/2022 13/01/2022 14/01/2022 15/01/2022 16/01/2022

3

17/01/2022 18/01/2022 19/01/2022 20/01/2022 21/01/2022 22/01/2022 23/01/2022

4

24/01/2022 25/01/2022 26/01/2022 27/01/2022 28/01/2022 29/01/2022 30/01/2022

5

31/01/2022 01/02/2022 02/02/2022 03/02/2022 04/02/2022 05/02/2022 06/02/2022

6

07/02/2022 08/02/2022 09/02/2022 10/02/2022 11/02/2022 12/02/2022 13/02/2022

7

14/02/2022 15/02/2022 16/02/2022 17/02/2022 18/02/2022 19/02/2022 20/02/2022



My Homework

Week

03/01/2022

10/01/2022

17/01/2022

24/01/2022

31/01/2022

07/02/2022

14/02/2022



My Reading Record -To be completed at the end of each DEAR session

Date Book Title Pages Main Events

04/01/2022

05/01/2022

06/01/2022

07/01/2022

10/01/2022

11/01/2022

12/01/2022

13/01/2022

14/01/2022

17/01/2022

18/01/2022

19/01/2022

20/01/2022



My Reading Record -To be completed at the end of each DEAR session

Date Book Title Pages Main Events

21/01/2022

24/01/2022

25/01/2022

26/01/2022

27/01/2022

28/01/2022

31/01/2022

01/02/2022

02/02/2022

03/02/2022

04/02/2022

07/02/2022

08/02/2022

09/02/2022

10/02/2022



My Reading Record -To be completed at the end of each DEAR session

Date Book Title Pages Main Events

11/02/2022

14/02/2022

15/02/2022

16/02/2022

17/02/2022

18/02/2022



Home Contact
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